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the plane had to go back, and it was not until a week later that
they were able to reach the native village again. By this time,
however, the land party had grown tired of waiting and, buying
up all the taro they could, they had pushed on over the moun-
tains. They climbed more or less on the route followed by
Karius and Champion, and, like their predecessors, they found
that the native carriers suffered acutely from the cold and the
rarefied air of the io,ooo-feet highlands. Only fifteen of the
thirty-three porters reached the camp that night, the others
sleeping out in the wet bush. The next day the highest point
was reached at n,ooo-feet and they camped that night where
Karius had camped ten years before. In the morning, sick,
torn, and weary from the struggle across the limestone, they
straggled down into the huge, grassy valley of the Sepik. They
had crossed the mountains and the goal was in sight, but the
position was by no means cheerful. Only two days3 food-supply
remained, and nothing had been seen of the aeroplane for six
days. If the plane had been damaged then the outlook was very
serious.

Meanwhile the aeroplane had been searching along the
course of the Fly river without success, and on the third day
after the second flight to Bolivip the pilot flew his machine
through a small opening over the top of the mountains into the
sunny valley of the Sepik. Here the crew searched for half an
hour and had almost given up hope when they saw a dense
cloud of smoke high up on the northern slopes. Flying on they
saw the tents pitched on a small grassy ledge, and, as they had
expected, the signal for more food was displayed. They dropped
a big sack 'of rice, and then flew back to the base bearing the
good tidings that the ground party had been sighted.

About a week later the ground party had established them-
selves on a grassy plateau. A landing-ground was cleared, and
Stuart Campbell made the first landing at the head of the
Sepik. Immediately afterwards petrol and other stores were
flown over from the Fly river, and the new aerodrome in the
wilderness became the base for all the explorations of the next
five months.

During this period the members of the expedition had ample
opportunities to study the unspoiled native culture of the